
 

Ten Days in Tassie 
Experience Tasmania’s spectacular rugged beauty by journeying into its pristine wilderness 

and uncovering the compelling convict heritage set deep within the historical towns. 

  
 

Wednesday 17 – Friday 26 November 2021 

$5,299 Twin Share + $800 Single Supplement 

$1,000 Deposit to Secure Your Spot with Remainder Due 17 September 

$200 Discount for Early Birds Who Book & Pay Deposit By 17 July 

Day 1: Wednesday 17 November: Sunshine Coast to Launceston                                (D) 
 

This morning we drive to Brisbane Airport to fly, via Sydney, to Launceston. “Lonnie” is the second largest city 
in Tasmania. It’s the centre of Tasmania's north and is situated at the point where the South and North Esk 
Rivers meet to become the Tamar River, which then flows away to Bass Strait. The city nestles in the wide 
valleys formed by the river systems and is surrounded by mountains. Our motel awaits, along with a welcome 
dinner!  

Quality Hotel Colonial Launceston (2 nights) 
Dinner at Hotel 

 

Day 2: Thursday 18 November: The Tamar Valley                       (B + L + D) 
 

This morning we join Tamar River Cruises aboard the Lady Launceston to explore the Old Launceston 
Seaport before cruising to Kings Wharf, viewing historic vessels and Launceston's delightful riverfront 
precinct. The highlight of the experience is then cruising into the spectacular Cataract Gorge as we engage 
the Lady Launceston's unique and silent electric drive.  
 
View the sheer cliffs and cascades from our seats on this 1890's style vessel and enjoy the skipper’s 
captivating commentary on the history of this fascinating area.  Back on dry land, we head into the Tamar 
Valley – just to the north of Launceston. There are three very interesting attractions here that we want to 
see. The first is the Low Head area at the mouth of the Tamar where we break for lunch in Georgetown. We 
then cross to the western side of the river via the Batman Bridge to Seahorse World at Beauty Point - a 
mythical creature of legend, that Greek poets once spoke of as “half fish” on which the sea gods rode!  



 

Over-fishing and habitat destruction has led to the numbers of 
seahorses dwindling significantly throughout the world. Here 
we can experience the mystery that is the Pot-Bellied Seahorse 
(hippocampus abdominals). This is a high-tech working 
seahorse farm. There is a boutique, first class aquarium, 
featuring seahorses, leafy sea dragons, pipefish, and 
freshwater lobsters.  
 
Just south at Beaconsfield is the Beaconsfield Mine and 
Heritage Museum. Who can forget those dramatic television 
pictures on the morning of Tuesday 9th May 2006 when Todd 
Russell and Brant Webb emerged from the mine 14 days after 
being trapped almost 1 kilometre underground? It will be a 
most interesting day!  
 

Breakfast and Dinner in the Motel | Lunch at Georgetown 
 

Day 3: Friday 19 November: The North East                                                                                               (B + L + D) 
 

We farewell Launceston this morning and make our way east towards Scottsdale, the main centre in this 

area, serving some of the richest agricultural and forest country in the State. Close by, in Nabowla, is the 

Bridestowe Estate Lavender Farm. We take a tour of the farm, one of the world's largest single commercial 

lavender farms, producing the finest quality lavender flowers and lavender oil. Continuing our journey, we 

veer off to a little place called Legerwood. There are some incredible tree carvings to see here. Nine trees 

were planted to honour soldiers killed in World War I however, in 2001, a report on the condition of the 

trees showed that they were no longer safe. The community was devastated that their memorials would be 

lost so it was suggested that the stumps be carved into a likeness of each soldier the trees represented. Eddie 

Freeman, a chainsaw carver from Ross, was employed to sculpt the masterpieces.  

 

We’ll have lunch at Pyengana and then drive through to Bicheno for our overnight stay. 
Beachfront at Bicheno | 1 night 

Breakfast and Dinner in the Motel | Lunch at Pyengana 
 

Day 4: Saturday 20 November: Bicheno to Hobart                                                    (B + D) 
 

Today we head to Hobart. Set between the towering peak of Mount Wellington and the Derwent River, 

Hobart is one of the most beautiful cities in the world.  Founded in 1804, Hobart is Australia's second oldest 

capital and everywhere we go, the past steps out to meet us. One of Hobarts most renowned attractions is 

the Salamanca Markets and that’s our first stop. We have free time here to purchase lunch and wander 

around the various stalls, before taking a sightseeing tour of Hobart that includes a visit to Mount 

Wellington. Our day concludes by checking into our hotel for the next 3 nights’. 
The Old Woolstore Apartment Hotel, Hobart | 3 nights 

Breakfast and Dinner at Hotel | Lunch at Own Expense 
 

Day 5: Sunday 21 November: Port Arthur                                        (B + D) 
 

The penal settlement of Port Arthur is a stark reminder of the harsh conditions endured by the earliest 

European inhabitants of this one-time island jail. The ruins are the greatest single tourist attraction in 

Tasmania and the place where up to 12,000 prisoners were kept in an atmosphere of hopelessness and 

misery. Even though the Tasman Peninsula is spectacular, you can imagine the conditions, especially on a 

cold winter’s day, endured by prisoners 150 years ago. The first part of our tour involves time at the Visitor 

Interpretative Centre where we take a fascinating journey, retracing the life of a convict from the time of 



 

his petty crime in England, to his transportation to Port Arthur and finally his life in the penal colony. We 

then take a guided walking tour through the Penal Settlement before plenty of time to explore.   

We can cruise around the Isle of 

the Dead before buying our 

own lunch.  We journey back 

into Hobart with stop at historic 

Richmond for our afternoon 

break. Its streets are paved with 

history and many of the fine 

colonial buildings have been 

adapted for use as art galleries, 

craft shops and restaurants. 

The gaol here predates Port 

Arthur by five years and is one 

of the best preserved of 

Australia’s colonial prisons. The 

convict-built Richmond Bridge over the Coal River is the oldest in Australia!  
Breakfast and Dinner at Hotel | Lunch at Own Expense 

 

Day 6: Monday 22 November: Bruny Island                       (B + L + D) 
 

Today we are in for a fantastic experience with Rob Pennicott's multi-award winning Bruny Island Traveller 
Day Tour. It will be a slightly earlier start to the day as we travel through Hobart’s southern suburbs and then 
cross via ferry to Adventure Bay, Bruny Island. We enjoy a true gourmet experience as we visit the home of 
Bruny Island's Cheese, Oysters, Fudge, Berries, Wine and Whisky to savour their produce and hear the stories 
behind the harvest. Throughout the day we take in some incredible scenery. The light bush of the northern 
island gives way to the dense rainforest of the south - this pristine wilderness is home to diverse wildlife 
including rare white wallabies. After a memorable day we head back to Hobart.  

 

Breakfast and Dinner at Hotel | Lunch Included 
 

Day 7: Tuesday 23 November: The West Coast          (B + L + D) 
 

Farewelling Hobart, we are off to the West Coast. The area to our immediate left is part of the huge South 
West National Park which, combined with the Franklin-Gordon Wild Rivers National Park, makes up almost 
a full, one third, of the land mass of Tasmania. Our morning stop is at the Salmon Ponds - established in 1860 
– is the oldest Salmon & Trout Hatchery in the southern hemisphere.  We then continue to Derwent Bridge 
(the geographical centre of Tasmania) to see the Wall in the Wilderness. The ‘wall’ is a work in progress and, 
when finished, will have an array of panels measuring 100 metres in length. In the reception area, there are 
many three-dimensional sculptures to view.  
 
We enjoy a late lunch at the Wilderness Hotel, before driving through the pristine wilderness of the Franklin 
Gordon Wild Rivers National Park, home to some of the state's most spectacular lakes and mountain areas. 
The steep drive into Queenstown shows mountains starting to regrow their vegetation after becoming bare 
and stained purple, grey and pink from sulphur fumes from mining processes. We drive through to Strahan, 
a pretty seaside town on Macquarie Harbour.  

Hilltop Motor Inn, Strahan Village | 2 nights 

Breakfast and Dinner at Hotel | Lunch Included 

 

 

 

 



 

Day 8: Wednesday 24 November: Strahan & The Gordon River        (B + L + D) 
 

This morning we join a cruise on the Gordon River and head across Macquarie Harbour — a vast body of 
water that measures six times the size of Sydney Harbour. First navigated by Captain James Kelly and four 
companions in 1815, these wild and remote waters offer the only safe harbour on Tasmania’s west coast.  
We’ll visit Sarah Island, Tasmania’s first and most brutal penal settlement and once known as “hell on earth”. 
We’ll hear about the points of interest including the Huon Pines found in this area, commonly known to live 
for 2000 years. We return to Strahan for some free time to enjoy the village and perhaps take in the option 
of seeing The Ship That Never Was.  

Breakfast and Dinner at Hotel | Lunch on Cruise 
 

Day 9: Thursday 25 November: Cradle Mountain National Park        (B + L + D) 
 

We leave the coast this morning to travel north through the mineral rich mountains, crossing the Vale of 
Belvoir and alpine cattle country to reach the jagged contours of Cradle Mountain National Park. We visit 
Dove Lake – a beautiful glacial lake situated at the base of Cradle Mountain and located about 7 kms from 
the Park Headquarters. Our lunch venue is the Cradle Mountain Hotel with time to look at the stunning 
Wilderness Gallery.  
 
Our last stop in this area is a visit to Devils @ 
Cradle, a Tasmanian devil interpretation 
centre. Our guide will introduce us to the 
lifestyle of the alpine Tasmanian devil. We 
then enter a special viewing area for our 
encounter with the real thing. We may see 
the devils sunbaking, sleeping in the dens or running around in their enclosures. This venture is totally 
committed to the conservation and protection of this now vulnerable species. The centre operates a 
successful captive breeding program, ensuring the ongoing survival of Tasmanian Devils in healthy numbers 
in the wild. We make our way out of the Park and up to the north coast to Devonport. 

Argossy Motor Inn, Devonport |1 night 

Breakfast and Dinner at Hotel | Lunch at Cradle Mountain 
 

Day 10: Friday 26 November: Heading Home                 (B + L) 
 

This morning’s breakfast venue is just outside 
Devonport at the House of Anvers Chocolate 
Factory, which is in the property formerly known as 
“Wyndarra Lodge” – a stylish 1931 Californian 
Bungalow, set on 1.12 hectares of gardens with 
mature trees and plants from all over the world.  
 
Our touring this morning will take us through 
Railton and Sheffield. The colourful murals in 
Sheffield have long made this small town famous 
and there are around 100 imaginative Topiary 
characters to see as we drive through Railton.   
 
Our final visit before departing Tasmania is at 

Entally Estate, one of Tasmania’s most historic Trust houses, thought to have been built in 1819. We have a 

guided tour followed by lunch, then make our way to the Launceston airport for our flight back to Brisbane 

(via Melbourne). Once we arrive in Brisbane, we will make our way home to the Sunshine Coast for home drop-offs.  

 

Breakfast House of Anvers Chocolate Factory | Lunch at Entally Estate 

 



 

Tour Inclusions: 
• Return Airfares  
• 9 Nights Accommodation with Breakfast 
• 9 Dinners  
• Tamar River Cruise 
• Tour Of Seahorse World 
• Tour Of Beaconsfield Mine & Heritage Museum 
• Tour Of Bridestowe Estate Lavender Farm 
• Lunch At The Pub In The Paddock, Pyengana 
• Walking Tour, Light Lunch And Harbour Cruise At Port Arthur Historic Site 
• Full Day Bruny Island Day Tour  
• Entry And Morning Tea At Salmon Ponds 
• Entry To The Wall In The Wilderness Exhibition 
• Lunch At The Wilderness Hotel 
• Gordon River Cruise 
• Cradle Mountain/Dove Lake Explorer Tour 
• Tour At Devils @ Cradle 
• Breakfast At House Of Anvers Chocolate Factory 
• Tour And Lunch At Entally Estate 

 

Please Note: Late Bookings Are Subject To Availability And Possible Price Increase 

 

Please Be Advised: 

• The airline reserves the right to amend their schedule and airfares without notice. 

• The airfares and applicable government taxes may change without notice. 

• The itinerary may be change without notice. Whilst every effort is made to adhere to the itinerary as provided, 

The Funtastic Tour Company reserves the right to alter the touring and attractions as dictated by 

circumstances and conditions outside the company’s control. Alterations may be made to ensure the smooth 

running of the tour. Every attempt will be made to ensure alterations do not adversely affect the operation of 

the tour. The Funtastic Tour Company will not be held responsible for weather-based cancellations or those 

closures made at the venue’s discretion. 

 

 

 

PO Box 82, Caloundra Qld 4551  |   (07) 5390 8962  |  0407 140 531 
  www.TheFuntasticTourCompany.com.au  | Admin@TheFuntasticTourCompany.com.au 

 

http://www.thefuntastictourcompany.com.au/
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