
Christmas on Heron Island

Tuesday 21 – Monday 27 December 2021

Christmas With A Difference – Unplug, Relax, Restore, Rejuvenate and Reconnect

Day 1: Tuesday 21: Sunshine Coast to Gladstone (L + D)

As we begin our relaxing Christmas with a difference, we stop for lunch at the Bundaberg, before continuing

to Gladstone, where we settle in for the night.
Rydges Gladstone | 1 night

Lunch at River Cruz Cafe Restaurant| Dinner at Hotel

Day 2: Wednesday 22: Gladstone to Heron Island (B)

After breakfast we check-out of our hotel and make our way to the Gladstone Marina where we depart by

boat, traveling 72km to Heron Island, arriving at 11:30am. We recommend you have a day bag packed with

swimmers and a change of clothes as we won't have access to our luggage until check in at 3pm. Start to

unwind before regrouping for a Sunset Cruise and Cheese Platter, with drinks available from the onboard

bar. Upon our return, we’ll go and have dinner of our own choosing and expense.
Heron Island Resort | 4 nights

Breakfast Hotel | Lunch and Dinner at Own Expense

Day 3: Thursday 23: Heron Island - Unplug, Relax, Restore, Rejuvenate and Reconnect (B)

After this morning’s relaxing breakfast, we’ll explore the reef on a 1.5-hour Reef Discovery Walk which

requires wearing appropriate fully enclosed footwear. Our Naturalist Guide will explain the formation of the

reef and identify some of the weird and wonderful creatures that we are likely to encounter on Heron Reef.

We will learn about corals and their relatives, the threats to the reef today, the symbiotic relationships

between marine species, adaptations for survival during low tide, and much more.

After lunch, we’ll venture underwater on the semi-submersible “I-Spy” tour, designed for those who aren’t

so comfortable putting on a mask and fins. Turtles, sharks, and rays are often seen from the I-Spy. Our

Naturalist Guide will commentate on the many species of marine animals that are encountered and provide



an underwater perspective of the biology and ecology of coral reefs.

Enjoy the rest of the afternoon with a book, a few cocktails, a swim in the pool, some board games or

whatever else your heart and soul desires. Or perhaps give yourself some well-deserved self-care during by

visiting Aqua Soul Spa.

We’ll regroup for happy hour and dinner of our own choosing and expense.

Breakfast at Resort | Lunch and Dinner at Own Expense

Day 4: Friday 24: Heron Island - Unplug, Relax, Restore, Rejuvenate and Reconnect (B)

After this morning’s relaxing breakfast, we’ll take a 1.5-hour walk with one of the Naturalist Guides and

learn about the history, flora and fauna of Heron Island. This guided tour will take us through the Pisonia

Forest towards Shark Bay and return to the resort along North Beach. Along the way we discuss the

formation of Heron Island as a vegetated coral cay, learn about the environmental factors that have

contributed to its formation, the plants that have colonised the island, the importance of the bird

populations as well as sea  turtles that visit Heron Island each year.

Enjoy the rest of the afternoon with a book, a few cocktails, a swim in the pool, some board games or

whatever else your heart and soul desires. Or perhaps give yourself some well-deserved self-care during by

visiting Aqua Soul Spa.

If feeling more adventurous, Kayaking & Paddle Boarding Tours are available to explore the waters and reefs
around Heron Island. Guides will take us to areas where we’ll glide above abundant coral life, sharks (small
ones!), and rays. These tours must be pre-booked, so make sure to mention your interest to Sib – who will
join you!

We’ll regroup for happy hour and dinner of our own choosing and expense. After dinner we can enjoy a 1.5-

hour tour of the night sky with Heron’s naturalist guides, who will set up the telescope on the Helipad for us

to enjoy close-up views of the many seas of the Moon and sometimes even spot the rings around Saturn!

Breakfast at Resort | Lunch and Dinner at Own Expense

Day 5: Saturday 25: Merry Christmas! (B + L)

After this morning’s relaxing breakfast, we’ll continue the day at a fun yet relaxed pace – playing board

games, cards, sharing stories, or whatever else your heart desires – interrupted only by a delicious

Christmas  Lunch.
Breakfast & Lunch at Resort | Dinner at Own Expense

Day 6: Sunday 26: Final Relax and Heron Island to Gladstone (B + D)

With our luggage ready for collection from our room at 9.00am, we’ll enjoy our final island breakfast and

have a few hours for a last relaxing swim or snorkel. Our return boat journey gets us back at Gladstone at

3pm, where we settle in for the night again at the Rydges Hotel.
Rydges Gladstone | 1 night

Breakfast at Resort | Lunch at Own Expense | Dinner at Hotel

Day 6: Monday 27: Gladstone to Sunshine Coast (B + D)

After this morning’s breakfast, we’ll be on a mission to get home to the Sunshine Coast, stopping every 2

hours to stretch our legs, grab some lunch and/or a coffee. Hoping to be home by 4pm-ish.



From the Sunshine Coast: $2,995 Per Person Twin Share (same Queen bed)
If you'd like to share a room, but have separate beds, you'll need to upgrade to a Reef Room which has a

Queen Bed and a Single Bed.  That room will cost an extra $80 for the trip, making it $3,035 each.

If You Prefer a Room to Yourself: $795 Single Supplement (Extra)

$1,000 Deposit Will Secure Your Spot with Remainder Due 21 November

Please Note: Late Bookings Are Subject To Availability And Possible Price Increase

Tour Inclusions
• Home Pick-Ups From the Sunshine Coast, Where Practical

• Boat Transfers to and from Heron Island

• 6 Nights Accommodation

• 6 Breakfasts

• 2 Lunches

• 2 Dinners

• Sunset Cruise & Cheese Platter on Heron Island

• Hire of Snorkel Equipment

• Semi-Submersible “I-Spy” Tour

• Guided Walking Tour

• Guided Reef Discovery Walk

• Guided Stargazing

Please Be Advised: The itinerary may change without notice. Whilst every effort is made to adhere to the itinerary as provided,

The Funtastic Tour Company reserves the right to alter the touring and attractions as dictated by circumstances and conditions

outside the company’s control. Alterations may be made to ensure the smooth running of the tour. Every attempt will be made

to ensure alterations do not adversely affect the operation of the tour. The Funtastic Tour Company will not be held responsible

for weather-based  cancellations, or those closures made at the venue’s discretion.
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